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City Officials to Beg
% encq of Hotpl F

XVindsor, C

The av,|nl responsibility for the
loy.s of Lie in the Hotel Windsor f
be plauwl. city officials, prom;

, Tifayor Ta'n Wyek, informally disco
five at tlie Democratic Club last nil
decided that a rigid Investigation
instituted at once, ltichard Qrol
said earnestly and emphatlcali
"sometiling must be done."'
This investigation will begin to-d

time will be lost in placing the r

biiity where it belongs.
If it lies with the Building Dep

the records will show on whose si
it should be placed. These records
overhauled this morning.

It may be that the law is resp
that vested rights, which existed
the passage of the present buildin
permitted the existence of a pala
trap such as the hotel proved to be.
law is responsible, it will be
amended.

Other Hotels Like It.
There are other notel fire traps

city which the same laws affect.
Yesterduj''s fire has emphasized

eessitv for prompt action in the m
the "other hotels" which are poln

, and known to the Department of B
as dangerous structures.
Chief Bonner, of the Fire Depa

will be called into consultation' wl
authorities meet to investigate.
He has often pondered what he

firemen would do if a fire broke mil
dead of iilgbt in certain hotels in tli

Another Death-Trap Sei
At a .recent fire Chief Bonner sal

.. tinning one of the largest hotels on

"God knows what would happe
fire got a start late at night in tha
Tlie entire department would he ne

extinguish a blaze there, and the
would )Ot have time to escape.
.' Tlp> halls are narrow and run cris
There are hundreds of rooms, a

hotel is always a busy one, full of
"The building is a very larg

ami old. anil a veritable llndr
God alone could nave tlie hum
iiig'x caught in such a trap,
ways regard with dread any
of lire coming Hi niirlit from

ill the nrifthliorliood of this
And worse still, there are

structures of its kind in the t

Not Reached b / Law.
Tlio building laws of to-day do no

o remedy. All that the Building
incut nil1) do in such eases, it is sal
compel tlic hotel proprietors to put
escapes and so-called safety applKtn
enabling imperilled guests to escap
their rooms.

" lire trap which Chief Bon:
ferred to, !i,l<(> the Windsor Hot<
put .up efore tlic present build! 11
Were enacted.
The rights "of owners were regit

these laws move than were the 1
human beings. Under the new la
old hotel fire traps are allowed to exi
ia ivs compel the use of lire escapes

ii sin; lures. out even witn in
lire in 'lie evi>s of firemen ami jtag a uthorities. constant menar^IHres nf those who pay for shell ^

:adv Knew Danr; <>y
Spperh'tendeuf of the Bui jftlng

input Thomas J. Brady kr #Ws tl
lie <ui.l last night to a Jou' f,a| rep

'The Windsor Hotel I fcnew ti
ali 'jf.ilcliuff. hut the 4rjpartmei

tl.) nothing hot make ,f>u> pvoprit
u; tire e<i ape-, which ais done.

ic rrsdP.s of the o amers underPad be respe'ted. g]1P Wliulsi
V a.. milt when the la ,-s were differ
; ie vested tights of y pP proprietor;regarded.

i.tw legalist * the existence <s;iiVh a* the Wind j/>

'I'Vieii" »« '' «ait> hotel* j1 .(! tttii! no toe t them worse
« fltiiptlon. 11' 8 » wns the WIt

'1 ir«re*i t'.is c the department 1jMt.wet'less tn i fj. in the ease of tli
- r. as it iy jiV w powerless to ac
t f» <» fi of the je other hotels."The TViti iynr. however, was no
ew. a tnr ^ beenuse it was provitOre escapi & all that could hemake it a ..ii« -»«« -

eve tlir t the proprietors wentfTirtbcv cv an the law really denia
... ; .them.

"1| 'y?.s a terrible tire. 1 shaforget it.
8uildir.pt Was Flimsy,

the fire and before the w
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& Ruins from F"i*f

r TO PLACE
BLAME_FOR
in a Rigid Investigation
ire Traps.There Are Ot
Declare Chief Bonner and
terrible many of the inspectors of my d<

ire is to and myself were present. When
pted by appeared in the burning building
ssed the then the flimsy character of the I
ght and "After the fall of the building' ' of the inspectors and I examined
must lie terial in the fallen walls and madi
cer also tion, as closely as the then existin
v that stances would permit, of the nati' constructive work.

"We agreed that siU'h hi
av. No the Windsor, was should no

esponsi- lo ** by »aw to stand."
A1 Johnson, secretary to St

dent Brady, and Chief Inspecto
artment
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THE
"

THE HORROR
/

ro-day.Law Permits th^ Exist1AA^C« C*rA»A W /AfO A TL^t^ 1
nci^> ivvcu wuii udn xne

Superintendent Brady.
!partm., | A^rew. *£*<p.the gaps }n. livcs by their prcjrnpt action in orderIrealized 5

®
back the crowd which stood on themUding. | sidewalk, knowing f v official means thats several the Windsor was U mere tinder box, the.vi the ma- knew that the &JA df the walls was iu»observa- evttable when tl\e. flames took possessiong circum- of the building.ire of the

walls afe going to fall," these city
«s officials shout t j to the crowd, which fellt be al- back. The flr.».men, too. took warning andmoved towa1 the middle of the stieet. Ainerinten-1 minute late» the walls began to crumb er Patrick I and crash 'u^to the street.

+++ +++ + + * + * '>

SHYNO F'OR the
The scene at night. JThe

=-WH(
'DINGER HAD LONG

BEEfKIWN.
iInsurance Men Fixed a Rate

of $145 a Thousand on
the Windsor.

G: Wetherbee, of Hawk & Wetherbee, the
former proprietors of the Windsor Hotel,
watched the tire from the top of his present'establishment, the Manhattan Hotel,
surrounded by many of his pa#rc,ns and the
members of the Transportation Club, whose
rooms are on the top floor of the building.
Mr. Wetherbee, who lias been in the

hotel business for abciut forty years, was
visibly affected as he saw his former propertycrumble' iny> ruins.

"It is not a surprise to me," he said to a
Journal reporter, "and nuany people can tell
you that 1 have oiften predicted it. That
building was a death, trap, a fire trap in
every sense of the word, and the efforts cf
any fire department to save it, once the fire
had a good stgrt, would be futile.
"The fault lies in its construction. It

was hastily DUt un en a desiem that was

antiquated ever* at the time it was built,and the materials used were of the cbeap!est possible 'description. To manage that
property meajnt one continual round of re:pairs, and j *> amount of them can render
sa(fe /in insecure building."While i.t was in our charge we had to
exercise venseless vigilance, and it is to
th:lt atui the faithfulness of our watchmen
that I attribute our escape from such a
terrible catastrophe as this has provedto be.

"M''., Leland, the present proprietor, undoubtedlyexercised the same care that we
did, fCr ke is an experienced hotel man.
ar*d I suppose the origin of the fire will
e.lTA-ays remain a mystery.
"How unsafe a buildihg the hotel was

'considered is shown by the insurance rates
we had to pay. Why, toward the last the
companies were demanding $145. per $1,000,
and that, combined with the increased
rental the Goelet estate asked, was too
much for us, so we give it up.
"One of the most dangerous defects in

the building was the space between the
walls and between the floors and ceilings
of the rooms beneath. These openings,
from a few inches to more than a foot in
ttidtb. would allow any fire once started to
spread and run along the woodwork. To
this I attribute the rapid destruction of the
building and the sudden falling of the
walls."
As Mr. Wetliorbee was speaking ho pointeddown at the conflagration and called the

reporter's attention to the Forty-seveuth
street addit'on to the hotel, which, though
burning fiercely on every floor at the time,
was still making a better fight against the
flames than had the main structure.
"Now you will see the truth of my remarks,"he sa'd.
"Thai addition was made with deadened,

or filled, walls. I insisted upon it, and the
estate complied with my wishes, though reluctantly.Had the main building been so
constructed the fire would not have spread
one-tenth as rapidly and its patrons would
have had time enough to get away with
their lives and possibly with some of their
effects,
"It is a Godsend that this did not happenat night. The loss of life then, with

people awakened from their sleep l>y flames
and stifling smoke, would have been too
appalling to think about."
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Chief Bonner Explains the
Says That for Some Rea
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'smoulderTis
wreckage of the great fire.
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hen the Roof Fell In,

IRETRAP, DOOiV
'RE ALARM WA<
Tinder Box Construction of the E
son the Firemen Were Not Called
gainst Overwhelming Odds.Many
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mmmm Iss

l||WIBlifl*. -

JO^RUINa* R^"D
1 -Want"
«lay- Janr

.

3LE?

1ED
> GIVEN."
>urned Building and
Promptly.Their
in the Ruins.

aner made the following stateniingIhe tire and the work of
his department last night:
that the ruins of the Windsor
more victims .than we can estiht.For Nome reason there

t delay in sending in the

tly, as a matter of pride, hotel
to put out fires with their own

Whether this was attempted at
>r before the alarm was sent
artment, I api unable to say.
now Unit (he building was

before the alarm was sent.
ute exactly elapsed between tit
f the gong in the Forty-thin,
ne house and the moment the
that company reached Fifth

their way to the burning hotel,
ned into the avenue they could
eaping from the windows of the

a moment's delav I hurried to
rhe first thing I did was to order
out of the building. They got

>o soon Ten or fifteen mrlnnte<
probably half of the men of

three engine companies and the
ad ladder companies represented
perished.
tally rapid net ion of thr
lue to the character of the
instruction. It was bnilt :i

of a century hro, when
r<* no fire regulation* sroviehulldinR of hotel*. The l

was h fire trap. Sneli on

mill not lie pat up -within
i :nlt* of Sew York to-day.
not a dlnfcle crown wall or

wall to (fire compactness
rlty to the structure anil
restraint to possible fires,
n buildings for school and
rposes it in require-d thai
walls shall not be more
feet apart. The Windsor
no wise fireproof. It wan

brick, hat all the interior
he girder*. with the exeepl'ewiron beams nerving in
rows walls, were of wood.
Dn each floor there was a

volar corridor, unprovided,
stops of any description.

« u , i.o ,.u.. .1 .

swept unhindered around
>structed circle, and every
if escape within the hotel

arrived at the fire but few
re effected, but these I belieYe
is the most heroic In the history
w York department.

Ford, of Hook and Ladder
No. 2, had climbed to the sixth
from a window far to one side

er a woman appeared crying for
fastened a grappling ladder to
her window, and on this frail

mbed over, took the woman in
and, clinging like a fly to his
upport, managed to reach the
r. Then the long descent to the
made. It was a brave rescue.

i fifteen minutes after my
the bit; roof tanks filled
ter began to fall throutth
I'd hnildinar. Thev cpnnhi.il
> the cellar, completely
the hotel itmetnre. This

nails no support, and they
ith a roar.

tedly many people were carried
i the hotel's collapse. In fact,
tanks and the walls had fallen. ^m\emerging from the wreck, apthearea calling for help,quickly rescued. She was a
aployed in the hotel. How she
a miracle."

the "Want" nils, in tln-F^
Samlay Journal? Why not ?
920(> In prises every vreeU
for finding; the Maxini. Se
panes in to-iuorruw'i Sin
nal, t


